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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry 
exists to equip children and those in 
need to love and serve Jesus Christ 
while becoming healthy, educated, 
responsible members of society.

Follow us and invite your friends!

WINTER 2022
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.

Luke 2:14

Five years ago, Dave and 
Shannon Doerksen boarded a plane for a 
two-week mission trip with Seeds of Hope, 
in Zambia. Two weeks turned into five years 
of incredible service that far surpassed all 
our expectations. Dave came on board as 
our construction manager and besides all the 
buildings that he built, the most important thing 
he did was mentor our construction crew. These 
men are hard workers who show up every day 
willing to work and all have been with us for 
years. However, most of these men have not 
finished high school. Under Dave’s leadership, 
they learned modern building methods, safe 
usage of power tools, construction planning, 
and layout of the site. Friendships full of 
respect and amazing memories were forged 
that will last a lifetime. On his time off, Dave 
was busy repairing scooters and skateboards 
for the kids.
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During Dave’s surprise going-away party, 
the men gave speeches on their time working 
together with Dave and some of the funny 
things that happened along the way, sort of 
like the blooper reels at the end of a movie. So 
many laughs and tears as they said goodbye.

Shannon found her place serving at Grace 
Academy organizing our supply room, 
purchasing, inventory control, and handing out 
supplies. This included welcoming new children 
as they arrived and giving them new clothes, 
shoes, hygiene supplies like toothbrushes 
and soap, etc. These children arrived wearing 
rags and with absolutely no possessions, but 
with Shannon’s warm welcome, they felt like 
they had just won the lottery. Shannon also 
gave out meds, did malaria tests, bandaged 
scraped knees, wiped tears, prayed with our 
kids as they came to her with things they were 
dealing with, and was a mentor and friend to all 
of them. Shannon’s ministry went beyond the 
walls of Grace Academy to the street kids she 
met when she was in the city for supplies. She 
always had time for them and usually a peanut 
butter sandwich. Dave and Shannon, we miss 
you both!
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We are pleased to have AJ and Laura 
VanMaren and their two sons take over for 
Dave and Shannon. We had a one-month 
transition period where Dave and Shannon 
walked them through their daily activities, and 
we are so happy to see the VanMaren family 
continue loving and caring for our children 
and staff. AJ’s main project is to build a large 
building to house our mechanics shop, metal 
and welding shop, and a woodworking shop. 
These shops will help us maintain our vehicles 
and buildings as well as provide vocational 
training to our students. 

Thank you to all who make it possible for 
us to grow the ministry of caring for orphaned 
children and our staff in Zambia. 

This Christmas you can contribute to our 
building projects at Grace Academy. Please 
mark your gift Zambia Construction.

SERVING CHRIST AROUND THE WORLD
by John Chalkias, Executive Director

Wishing you and yours a warm, wonderful Christmas and the joys of our Saviour.
Thank you for your continued prayers, support and encouragement.

Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations. Matt 28:19,20



John and I went to Thailand immediately after the Seeds of 
Hope banquet and had an amazing time enjoying the kids, women, 
and staff there. Our project, called Rays of Hope, is situated on 
5 acres which we subdivided. Half we use as a home for women, 
and we call that Nuu Rain. 

These women have been ousted by their community because 
they are HIV positive. All these women have suffered extreme 
trauma. Many have come out of the sex trade; others have been 
abused because of mental illness or are extremely vulnerable 
to abuse and exploitation. One of the things I have come to 
realize as we are working with children who have been rescued 
from trafficking is that these women are the children that no one 
rescued.
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Driving into Rays of Hope was different this time. School was on 
break, so we were greeted by happy children running up to greet 
us with the traditional Thai greeting. They wanted us to come in 
and see their beautiful homes. These were not the same somber 
kids who were admitted in March; these children were playing, 
running, and laughing. One thing we noticed was they had very 
few possessions. Their clothes were well worn and while they had 
Lego, they had very few toys. Olivet Church in Abbotsford gave 
a large Ziploc bag full of treasures to each child for Christmas. 
We decided not to wait until Christmas but to give them to the 
kids now so they could enjoy them while they had no school. The 
children were elated at the wonderful bags of love they were each 
given. Immediately they opened them and examined each thing 
inside. They began putting puzzles together, bouncing balls and 
drawing and coloring.

We sat in the living room and the boys started to rattle off about 
all the things they loved about living here. Our eyes immediately 
went to one young boy who sat on the floor nervously trying to dig 
out his nails. Trauma. 
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This little boy has endured so much trauma in his young life. 
Inside his treasure bag was a toy that is used to keep hands busy. 
We pulled it out and explained he can play with this instead of 
harming his hands. God is so good. The littlest one just melted 
my heart, climbing on my lap wanting to be loved. As cute as he 
was you could see the mischief in his eyes and smile! These are 
kids. Kids that are full of pain, yet they are still kids who want 
to laugh, play, and be loved. Later that day we took the boys 
shopping to buy some new clothes for them. Each boy received 3 
new short sets and one pair of long pants. I could not believe how 
much they treasured each item!

For a little over a dollar a day, you can change the life of 
a child. This Christmas, give the gift of child sponsorship.

RAYS OF HOPE IN THAILAND
by Susan Chalkias, Director of Operations

Lowama is just 8 years old. She is a single orphan: Her mom 
passed away when she was just two months old and her father’s 
whereabouts are unknown. Prior to entering care, Lowama’s aunt 
had been trying to look after her. But the auntie is barely able to 
provide for herself, never mind being able to meet the needs of a 
growing child. We are so thankful that the Lord has made a way 
for Lowama to be at Grace Academy where she will receive loving 
care and an education. 

Lowama is one of seventeen new children we have welcomed 
into Grace Academy since September 1, 2022. Lowama and many 
of the other children in our care need sponsors. 

For just over a dollar a day, you can change a life through the 
gift of sponsorship.

Please email sponsor@seedsofhopecm.com. 

ZAMBIA

Pre-Authorized Donation (Canada)

  seedsofhopecm.com/take-action/child-sponsorship

Download Pre-Authorized Debit & Pre-Authorized Credit Form 
(PDF) and email completed form to tami@seedsofhopecm.com or 
fax to 604-870-4823.

canadahelps.org/en/charities/seeds-of-hope-
childrens-ministry

seedsofhopecm.com/take-action/gift-catalogue
Click “Subscribe” button under sponsorship.

Online Banking (USA)

Create a new online banking payee with the following information:

ACCOUNT NAME | Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry USA

ADDRESS | PO Box 30592, Bellingham, WA 98228

ACCOUNT NUMBER | Sponsorship

ACCOUNT PHONE NUMBER | 360-319-0817

PAYMENT AMOUNT | Enter your monthly payment amount and add 
the date you want to have it debited each month.

Pre-Authorized Donation (USA)

seedsofhopecm.com/take-action/gift-catalogue

Select Child Sponsorship

Payment options:
• PayPal
• Online Banking
• Etransfer (credit card or debit)

Fill in your own credit card info securely online.

Monthly Sponsorship:
  Sponsor #  children @ $35USD ($40CAD) /month

            in   Thailand     Zambia     Myanmar                         = $  /month

  Sponsor a Seeds of Hope project: Name of Project:     $  /month

  Support Education sponsorship:    Qty:  x $7.50 = $  /month

Name 

Address 

City   Prov/State   PC/Zip 

Email   Phone # 

  I consent to receive emails from Seeds of Hope

CANADA (MAIN)  |  101 - 33119 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford, BC V2S 2B1
USA  |  PO Box 30592, Bellingham, WA 98228-2592
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$10.00 = $                  /month

A personal note from our Pastor in Myanmar who takes care of 
our children’s home. 

“I came downtown again today.

There is a checkpoint and two sentry houses on an alleyway to 
our property. One was built previously, and the gate and a new 

hut have been added recently due to increasing dangers.

Our village is guarding itself and we will probably have to split 
into two groups in order to be safe. 

We can no longer rely on the police and have to guard our 
community by ourselves. We, therefore, get together every 

night as if we are sentries. 

Usually, criminals or robbers carry weapons with them and 
attack people. So, it is very dangerous for us. 

Would you please continue to uphold us in your daily 
conversation with the FATHER?

Thank you!

Your brother in Christ”

Please pray for our children’s home in Myanmar and for peace 
in that country.

This Christmas, give the gift of food and security to our children. 
Please mark your gift Myanmar.

MYANMAR

It’s Not Too Late

Between our homes in Zambia, Myanmar and 
Thailand, we number more than 300 women and 
children. Our Christmas Fund allow us to provide a 
wonderful Christmas celebration for our children, 
women and staff.

Please mark your gift
Christmas Fund.

Please do not send
individual Christmas gifts.

**

Christmas Fund
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YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT
ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED

OUR CURRENT NEEDS

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry is a certified member of 
the Canadian Council of Christian Charities and abides by 
all its strict ethical and financial standards, including annual 
audits by an independent accounting firm. Spending of 
funds is confined to programs and projects approved by the 
organization. Each restricted contribution is designated with 
the understanding that when the need for such a program or 
project has been met or cannot be completed for any reason 
determined by the organization, the remaining restricted 
contributions will be used where needed most.

GET INVOLVED
Please call our office for more information on how you can get 
involved. We have several ways for you to help: volunteer at our 
office, join a team project, or coordinate a speaking engagement 
with our directors, John or Susan Chalkias.

  604-870-4810  |  1-877-236-HOPE (4673)

MAILING ADDRESS

CANADA
Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
101 - 33119 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, BC V2S 2B1

USA
Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
PO Box 30592
Bellingham, WA 98228-2592

FARMING
Help us with our farming project at Grace 
Academy.

MEDICAL FUND
Helps us meet the urgent medical needs of our 
children.

EDUCATION SPONSORSHIP
$10.00/month. Join us in unlocking the futures 
of the children in our care.

SPONSORSHIP
We have several children and women needing 
sponsorship in Zambia, Myanmar and 
Thailand.

MYANMAR CHILDREN’S HOME
Help us support the Precious Gems family.

WIDOW’S JAR
Give to women and children in need.

MOSQUITO NETS
Aid in the prevention of Malaria by supplying 
mosquito nets.

BUSINESS START-UP
Help by supporting young entrepreneurs in a new 
business venture.

FEEDING PROGRAM
Support the two feeding programs outside the 
walls of Grace Academy.

Please visit our website to view our urgent needs: 

www.seedsofhopecm.com

AMAZING
ABUNDANCE 

Place your pre-order 
now to secure your 
signed copy of John 
Chalkias’ new book, 

which is set to release 
this fall!

Tap into God’s 
abundance by following 

the clear Biblical 
principles outlined in 
Amazing Abundance.

Being sponsored means being 
taken care of and supported in life 
situations... school, a place to stay, 
etc. It is a great and most generous 

thing for someone to do. I thank 
God for those who willingly help me 
for l know that is a sacrifice. Being 
sponsored means having access 
to a great and good life. I am so 

thankful and grateful to have this 
privilege and opportunity.

Rachel


