
As one grows, one can experience growing 
pains.  

In 2001 we opened a small home for children 
dying from HIV. The heart of the ministry was 
to love and care for these orphaned children 
as we waited for the Lord to bring them to their 
forever home in heaven.  

Five years later the medication for those 
infected with HIV became available in Zambia, 
and because of these drugs our children were 
now going to get to grow up! This caused big 
growing pains. Realizing we were going to 
quickly outgrow our small home in the core 
of Ndola, we purchased seventy-two acres 
twenty minutes outside Ndola where we built 
Grace Academy, which would allow us to 
house and provide a great education for our 
children. 

Twenty-one years later we have many 
teenagers and young adults. As our children 
became teenagers and then graduates, we 
began to see “needs” that were not being met. 
Our children needed guidance and mentorship 
as they integrated back into their society 
and navigated independence. To meet this 
need, Seeds of Hope dedicated our second 
home in Ndola as a Transition House where 
all graduates attend a three-month program 
after graduation. There, Pethias and his wife 
Barbra (a wonderful Zambian couple) teach 

the students how to shop, choose a church, 
cook, budget, and live safely outside of Grace 
Academy. We also hired Pastor Gift and Fildred; 
two youth mentors for our teens. Their job is 
to disciple, guide, and mentor our teens and 
graduates as they transition into adulthood. Fil 
and Gift love the Lord and love the kids. They 
have worked hard this past year to establish 
a relationship with each one. Not an easy job, 
however they know it will take time to build 
trusting relationships. What a gift it is for Seeds 
of Hope to have these four beautiful people 
(Pethias, Barbra, Pastor Gift and Fil) join our 
family. They are Zambians so they understand 
the culture, they love Jesus so they can guide 
them in their faith, they are passionate so they 
can give them time and they love them, so they 
are dedicated to wanting the best for each and 
every child.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry 
exists to equip children and those in 
need to love and serve Jesus Christ 
while becoming healthy, educated, 
responsible members of society.

Follow us and invite your friends!

GROWING PAINS!
By Susan Chalkias, Founder/Director of Operations

FALL 2022
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.  

Psalm 136:1 (ESV)
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Over the past two years, a dedicated and talented group of 
people from Wyoming, USA, has been teaching sign language 
via Zoom to the boys who attend our Deaf Outreach Ministry in 
Ndola, Zambia. As you can imagine, this has been no small feat 
given the challenges around time zones and power outages in 
Zambia.

This summer, the team from Wyoming was finally able to visit 
in person! What a pleasure and privilege it was to welcome them 
and witness as they poured into the boys.

Spending time with those in the Deaf Outreach Ministry has 
been an eye-opening experience for me. As I spent time in the 
training workshops the team gave to interpreters, I became 
acutely aware of some of the many challenges and obstacles 
facing people that are deaf. In Zambia, being deaf is often 
considered a curse; families are ashamed and try to hide their 
deaf children away from society. Most hearing parents are not 
able to communicate with their deaf children, leaving the children 
feeling isolated and alone. Until now, I did not realize that deaf 
people in Zambia are one of the most unreached people groups 
as far as the Gospel is concerned. How could they hear about 
Jesus if they don’t have a language?

Dur ing the i r  v is i t ,  I  was 
blessed to go to a deaf church 
service with the team (I was 
not even aware that there was 
a deaf church in Ndola). The 
church is a small concrete 
b lock bui ld ing,  bare ly  b ig 

enough to hold 50 people. There are no windows or chairs; 
everyone sat sweltering on the floor. That said, it was still one of 
the most amazing experiences that I ever had! The singing and 
worship were all done in sign language. The songs (for example, 
“Jesus Loves Me”) were simple and centered on truths. The 
sermon was just as simple – like a Sunday school lesson for 
children and yet powerful and profound. The other thing that 
struck me was the joy that filled the room: It was palpable. As 
I write this, I am struggling to paint a picture for you as it was 
the most genuine, sincere, and childlike worship. Isn’t that what 
Jesus said that we must do, “become like children?” We are so 
grateful to our sponsors for making this ministry possible!

You can help us provide 
loving support, school fees, 
school supplies, and nutrition 
to the boys by sponsoring 
the Deaf Outreach Ministry 
or through your gift of any 
amount marked:

Deaf Outreach Ministry

How could they hear about Jesus if they
don’t have a language?

After a year of delays caused by supply shortages and shipping 
schedule difficulties, we are excited to announce that our 
playground has arrived! Our children who live in our Baan Isara 
and Baan Un Rak homes in Thailand have undergone tremendous 
trauma and emotional upheaval. While their story’s may vary 
slightly, each one of these children has experienced the darkness 
and evil of human trafficking. We thank the Lord for His mercies in 
bringing them to us at Rays of Hope and are working to provide 
them with a safe and loving environment where they can heal 
and be free to be children. One of the ways we are doing this is 
by installing an amazing playground generously donated by the 
Felsen Foundation. Play is healing. It encourages imagination, 
cognitive skill development, and provides many opportunities to 
foster cooperation and boost social skills. Play provides a way for 
children to exercise, while boosting confidence and coordination. 
Best of all, in the eyes of these young ones who have seen far too 
much, playtime is fun!

Please contact our office to sponsor a child in Thailand.

THAILAND

DEAF OUTREACH
MINISTRY, ZAMBIA
by John Chalkias, Executive Director

One of the biggest challenges we have at Grace is that of 
feeding three hundred people a day. We are always looking for 
the best way to supply good nutrition consistently, within budget. 

Thanks to our generous friends, we have been able to buy 
eight greenhouses! Six have been installed and the remaining 
two greenhouses are expected to arrive in December. We are so 
excited to be able to grow the produce required by our cafeteria in 
all seasons.

Using greenhouses is far more economical for us than growing 
all our crops in the fields; it has allowed us to increase crop yields, 
while decreasing water consumption. Greenhouse growing has also 
reduced the amount of labour it takes to plant, weed, and harvest 
large field crops. And, with the greenhouses being covered, we 
have a much better handle on pest control. 

The best part is that our children will have a variety of 
delicious, nutritious fresh vegetables every day.

There are many ongoing expenses to run a farm: Maintenance 
and replacement of equipment and tools, farming apparel (gloves, 
boots), seeds. Please help us continue to provide the best nutrition 
for the children with your donation marked: FARMING

One of the biggest challenges we have at Grace 
is that of feeding three hundred people a day.

GRACE ACADEMY, ZAMBIA
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“I am sending this information so that you can talk with 
our FATHER.” This message was sent to us from our faithful 
caregiver in Myanmar.  

The situation in Myanmar is “getting worse, and we are even 
required to guard our area every night for security. Bomb blasts, 
arrests, and shootings occur every day.” The military regime has 
extended its emergency rule until 2023 as the country remains 
riven by internal fighting following last year’s coup (BBC.com 
8/1/22).

For the protection of our children and caregivers at Precious Gems 
Home, we have had to install iron (photo of Iron bars) bars in every 
window. Theft is widespread and our electricity cables are being 
stolen with increasing frequency. Information is sporadic, short, 
and sent at considerable risk. Interception and censorship are an 
ongoing risk and add an additional element of threat.  

All this is amplified by rampant inflation and increased 
food and supply shortages.

It is also becoming increasingly difficult to get ART medication 
for the children. Medical appointments have had to be set up in 
creative, discreet, and varied locations a couple of the children 
at a time.

Yet, despite the dire situation, the children stand strong and place 
their hope in the Lord, trusting in Him for protection and provision. 
The children continue to pursue education where possible and 
work towards maintaining their home. This photo shows the 
replacement of wood which has been devoured by termites, an 
ongoing issue in Myanmar.

Please continue to pray.

Mark your donations: Precious Gems Home or Myanmar

MYANMAR
Thank you and welcome home, DeLeeuw family!

Thank you, Jon, Renae and family, for using the gifts God has 
given you to streamline and grow our farm at Grace Academy and 
for the incredible mentorship and outpouring of your love onto the 
children.  You have been a blessing and your service will literally 
continue to bear fruit for years to come.

Welcome to Zambia, VanMaren family!

This August, AJ and Laura VanMaren and family left their home 
in Canada for Zambia. AJ will serve as our Construction Manager 
at Grace Academy. We pray they will be richly blessed as they 
bless those they work with and mentor.

THANK YOU!

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
Serve the LORD with gladness!

Psalm 100:1-2a (ESV)



YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT
ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED

OUR CURRENT NEEDS

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry is a certified member of 
the Canadian Council of Christian Charities and abides by 
all its strict ethical and financial standards, including annual 
audits by an independent accounting firm. Spending of 
funds is confined to programs and projects approved by the 
organization. Each restricted contribution is designated with 
the understanding that when the need for such a program or 
project has been met or cannot be completed for any reason 
determined by the organization, the remaining restricted 
contributions will be used where needed most.

GET INVOLVED
Please call our office for more information on how you can get 
involved. We have several ways for you to help: volunteer at our 
office, join a team project, or coordinate a speaking engagement 
with our directors, John or Susan Chalkias.

  604-870-4810  |  1-877-236-HOPE (4673)

MAILING ADDRESS

CANADA
Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
101 - 33119 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, BC V2S 2B1

USA
Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
PO Box 30592
Bellingham, WA 98228-2592

SAVE THE DATE

BANQUET
Friday, October 14, 2022

ONLINE AUCTION
November 2-5, 2022

FARMING
Help us with our farming project at Grace 
Academy.

MEDICAL FUND
Helps us meet the urgent medical needs of our 
children.

EDUCATION SPONSORSHIP
$10.00/month. Join us in unlocking the futures 
of the children in our care.

SPONSORSHIP
We have several children and women needing 
sponsorship in Zambia, Myanmar and 
Thailand.

MYANMAR CHILDREN’S HOME
Help us support the Precious Gems family.

WIDOW’S JAR
Give to women and children in need.

MOSQUITO NETS
Aid in the prevention of Malaria by supplying 
mosquito nets.

BUSINESS START-UP
Help by supporting young entrepreneurs in a new 
business venture.

FEEDING PROGRAM
Support the two feeding programs outside the 
walls of Grace Academy.

Please visit our website to view our urgent needs: 

www.seedsofhopecm.com

AMAZING
ABUNDANCE 

Place your pre-order 
now to secure your 
signed copy of John 
Chalkias’ new book, 

which is set to release 
this fall!

Tap into God’s 
abundance by following 

the clear Biblical 
principles outlined in 
Amazing Abundance.

Due to a scheduling conflict at our host church, our Annual Banquet 
date has been moved from Friday, September 30 to Friday, October 
14. We look forward to seeing you there, and suggest you call now 
to book your tickets to avoid disappointment later.
The Online Auction remains as scheduled: November 2 - 5, 2022

NEW BANQUET DATE


