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He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner
residing among you, giving them food and clothing. Deuteronomy 10:18

GOD ALWAYS SHOWS UP

by Susan Chalkias, Director of Operations & Founder of Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
exists to equip children and those in
need to love and serve Jesus Christ
while becoming healthy, educated,
responsible members of society.

Follow us and invite your friends!

But they who wait for the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings like eagles; they shall run
and not be weary; they shall walk and not
faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

Let me backtrack to give you some history.
In 2019, after admitting a young boy who
had been rescued from trafficking to Rays of
Hope our hearts were horrified to think there
were so many other children out there like

Our hearts were
horrified...

I love how God makes the impossible
possible. I made a trip to Zambia in
November 2020 and upon my return I
needed to quarantine for 14 days. I thought,
by day 10, I was going to go crazy. I am not
used to staying still for so long. In my mind,
I knew that I had nothing to complain about.
I asked God to forgive my ingratitude; after
all I was quarantining in a 3000-square foot
home with all the modern conveniences and
a fridge full of food.
Fast forward to March 2021 and I am off
to Thailand with Bonnie (our Rays of Hope
Manager). This trip will require a total of 13
covid tests and 28 days of quarantine: 14
days in a hotel on arrival in Thailand and
14 days upon our return home to Canada.
The question I battled with was, ‘Can I
mentally do this?’ My previous conversation
with God came to my mind and I realized
how blessed I am. Of course I can do this!
I booked plane tickets, did the mounds of
paperwork needed, had the first covid test
done and off to Thailand we went.

him and we realized that there was a great
need in Thailand. Knowing we had enough
land to build on, we prayed and asked God
if He wanted to use Seeds of Hope to meet
this urgent need. We felt the Lord put on our
hearts these words:
“We are annointed to proclaim freedom to
the prisoners and release to the oppressed.”
Luke 4:18 (paraphrased)
John and I made a trip in February 2020
and met with the police trafficking task force,
social services and several organizations that
work with trafficked children to see where
Seeds of Hope could fit in. After our worst
fears were confirmed, we began raising the

funds to build two homes (one for girls and
one for boys) and a kitchen eating area. We
hired a builder and construction began. The
homes needed furnishings and staff before
we could admit children. This was the
purpose of our trip: To hire staff and prepare
the homes for occupancy.
Top of my list was to hire a Thai manager.
I had 5 qualifications that were a must:
• Must speak English fluently
• Must have accounting experience
• Must have managerial experience
• Must be a Christian
• Must drive
I was told right away that this would be
impossible, and that I was asking too much!
One thing I have learned from ministry is that
if it is the will of God…..God will show up.
He always brings the right person at the right
time. I put an ad in the local paper while
I was in quarantine. A few people applied
but one application really stood out to me.
I set up an interview on my second day out
of quarantine. We now have an amazing
manager that not only filled, but surpassed,
the qualifications I was looking for. I was
over the moon with excitement.
Furnishing the homes was next. My longtime friend, Avis, who lives in Thailand was
an incredible blessing. She took us to all
the right places. It didn’t take long to gather
what we needed and set things up. The
houses soon started to look like homes.
Third on my to do list was to hire house
parents. Again, the qualifications I had in
my mind sounded unreasonable. My list
was long…a few things on my list were:
• English speaking
• God fearing
• Educated
• Loving and compassionate
• Has driver’s license
Again, God showed up and surpassed
my expectations. We hired amazing house
parents who love God, are involved in the
leadership of their church, have a university

degree, drive and best of all they love children.
Oh, and did I mention the house mom loves to
cook and sews?!? She made all the bedroom
curtains in both homes. Within a week they
had bonded with the kids already living at
Rays of Hope and were a family!
Fourth and Fifth on my to do list was to
hire a part-time nurse and social worker.
Check and check.
Sixth and Seventh on my list were to buy
a minivan and find a Christian school. As
our children have experienced trauma, we
believe only Jesus can heal their hearts
and minds. Christian education is a must.
We found a Christian school and bought a
minivan! Check and check.

We believe only
Jesus can heal their
hearts and minds
Everything was coming together. Long
12-hour days were paying off. Even though
I went to bed exhausted each night, I
closed my eyes with absolutely no stress
and no worries. God was showing up and
answering prayers every day.
Almost 8 weeks from departure, we
returned home. We left the builders clearing
land for the playground (which has been
purchased but needs yet to be shipped) and
installing a fence.
We are excited to see what God is going to
do next as we prayerfully await welcoming 5
children before the end of May.

You can be part of this amazing
ministry by:
1. Sponsoring a child
2. Donating to the children’s Christian
education
(mark
your
donation
Thailand education)
3. Donating
for
a
much-needed
psychologist (mark your donations
medical Thailand)
4. Donating to the shipping of the
playground.

THE STORY DOESN’T END HERE

LET’S DO SOMETHING
AMAZING!

On March 29, 2021 we received a call from
Social Welfare (SW) in Ndola, Zambia. They
asked us to take in a 9 month baby boy
whose mother was in critical condition,
suffering from AIDS and in hospital. The
baby had been brought to SW accompanied
by the police and a Good Samaritan lady
with whom the baby had been left.

On June 5, 2021 John Chalkias (Executive
Director, SoH) is planning to climb Mt
Slesse which is notable for its large, steep
local relief. For example, its west face drops
over 1,950 m (6,398 ft) to Slesse Creek in
less than 3 km (2 mi).

by Tami Strople, Sponsorship Coordinator

When we picked up baby Moses, he was
extremely lethargic and suffering from
malnutrition and dehydration. Despite
prayers and round the clock care, we are
deeply saddened to report that sweet
Moses passed away days later.
Moses’ mom (Doreen) initially came to the
hospital with her children in tow. (Faith,10,
and Moses). When she was admitted to
the hospital, Faith was left to wander
outside the hospital with Moses on her
back. Both minors, they were not allowed
to enter the hospital. The police came and
took Faith and Moses to the police station
where they were held for 7 days in hopes
that a family member could be traced. No
one came. The police took the children
back to Doreen’s home but there was no
one there to take care of them. Doreen
passed away in hospital, alone. No one
claimed her body and so she was buried
by the city. Later we learned that Doreen
earned her living through questionable
means and was disowned, along with her
children, by all family.

Martha valiantly tried to care for Moses
and Faith, but she did not have the means
and Moses was not doing well. Moses
had HIV and his health had been seriously
jeopardized from the lack of care he had
received during his mother’s illness and
his stay at the police station. Moses was
very, very sick. Martha took the children
back to the police station to get help. The
police went with Martha and the children
to SW and the call was made to SOH at
Grace Academy to come get Moses. Faith,
having just lost her mother, said goodbye
to her baby brother and was sent back to
the compound with Martha.
Soon after arriving at Grace, it was
recognized that Moses was failing to thrive,
and he was taken to hospital where on April
5 he passed from this earth into the loving
arms of Jesus.
On April 13, after much communication with
Martha and SW, we welcomed young Faith
to Grace Academy. Faith, heart-broken and
traumatized, was placed in a dorm with our
most experienced Dorm Mum where she is
receiving loving, holistic care and learning to
trust that she is safe and has a home.

... she is receiving
loving, holistic care and
learning to trust that she
is safe and has a home.

No one came.
Enter the Good Samaritan. For years
Martha had lived next door to Doreen,
Faith and Moses. Born in 1969, Martha
doesn’t know her actual month and
day of birth because she never had the
opportunity to go to school and so it
was never recorded. In 2004, Martha’s
husband passed away leaving her a
widow. They never had children of
their own, but Martha has been taking
care of 4 orphaned grandchildren
belonging to her late sister. Life is not
easy for Martha. She has suffered from
elephantiasis since 2005 and struggles
daily, in pain, with the most basic of
tasks. (Elephantiasis is the enlargement
and hardening of limbs or body parts
due to tissue swelling. It is characterized
by edema, hypertrophy, and fibrosis of
skin and subcutaneous tissues, due to
obstruction of lymphatic vessels). Yet,
even in her struggles, Martha forges on,
surviving by making a traditional ‘energy
drink’ called Munkoyo, which she sells in
small quantities in used bottles from her
rented shanty apartment in a crowded,
poverty-stricken compound.

John’s goal is to raise $20,000 for Baan
UnRak/Baan Isara; our new homes in
Thailand for children under 10 years old who
have been rescued from human trafficking.

Martha has been added to our Widow’s
Jar Program and now receives a monthly
stipend to help meet her basic needs.
Faith needs sponsors. Will you reach out into
the life of this precious little girl through the
gift of sponsorship?
Call Tami at 604-870-4810.
Faith’s Child ID # is ZAM.F.0297
Our Widows Jar budget is always short.
Please mark your donation “Widow’s
Jar” if you would like to help.

Currently, we have identified 5 children
that will come to us including a 3-year-old
girl - 3 years old!!! The homes are built and
furnished, but we still need funds to help us
ship and put in the playground, landscape
the property, purchase vehicles, etc.
When you sponsor John’s walk you
are helping us give a new future to these
children who have undergone unspeakable
trauma. A dime-a-foot.. penny-a-foot or
a one-time gift in any amount will make a
tremendous difference in our fight to end
the bondage of human trafficking in the
lives of these children.
Mark your donation John’s Climb.
Please ask for a copy of John’s book, ‘You
Too Can Have An Amazing Life’ when you
give a gift over $100.

OPPORTUNITY | ZAMBIA
Long-Term Mission Opportunity - Zambia
Are you missions-minded? Flexible?
People-oriented? Do you have the
qualities of a great manager? Like to work
and play hard? Have a heart for children?
We are accepting applications for:
Construction Manager
at our Seeds of Hope project in Zambia.
Visit our website at seedsofhopecm.com
for job description and criteria.

BURNABY ORPHAN AID
THRIFT STORE (BOATS)

MYANMAR
On February 1, 2021, the military in
Myanmar overthrew the official elected
government and seized power by force.
The people of Myanmar, to defend the
democracy for which they had fought so
hard and only enjoyed in recent years, have
been in protest for almost 4 months now.
We are heartbroken that the military coup
has not let up. The situation in Myanmar
remains dire and very dangerous.
More than 800 people have been killed
and thousands more innocent people
have been arrested. Amidst the instability
and volatility, communication has been
severely limited and censored. Schools
have been closed and hospitals shut down.
Costs of commodities have skyrocketed
and accessibility to items and food
seriously hampered. Bank lines are long as
a shortage of money escalates: People are
desperate to withdraw their money, but no
one is depositing.
While there have been some world
sanctions, it is not enough, and the military
continues to exercise brute force and
torture in efforts to create an environment
of fear, control, and submission.
“Everyone is afraid of what tomorrow will
bring. Tomorrow is uncertain for us.”

not have official identification documents
and therefore are not recognized as citizens
leaving them very vulnerable to trafficking
and abduction. It has been reported that the
military is taking children, drugging them
and using them in cruel ways.
“Please help by praying. People have
no jobs, no money, no food, no future. Your
prayers are our hopes and dreams.”

Please help by praying.
People have no jobs,
no money, no food, no
future. Your prayers are
our hopes and dreams.
We have been fortunate to be
able to get funds to Precious Gems
through a Missionary friend living in
Myanmar. Please pray and donate as
the Lord leads you. All donations marked
“MYANMAR” will be directed to PGH and
to a Pastor friend of our ministry who is
able to be our hands/feet on the ground
to help those in desperate need. And the
need is desperate.

Most recently, the military in an attempt
to falsely provide a front that the situation
in Myanmar is under control, tried to reopen
hospitals, banks, and schools. However,
staff and students showed their opposition
by not attending. In response, the military
(outraged) fired thousands of teachers
across the country.

Opened in July 2007, Burnaby Orphan
Aid Thrift Store (BOATS) was the realization
of one man’s dream to help a Christian
orphanage in Africa.
“Not for profit”,
BOATS donates its net proceeds to Seeds
of Hope Children’s Ministry. Over the
past 14 years, Seeds of Hope has been
the grateful recipient of almost 1.2
Million dollars!
BOATS is entirely volunteer-run. Amidst
many laughs and a spirit of camaraderie,
20-30 amazing people with huge hearts,
ranging from 15-92 years old (most are
retired and in their 60s, 70, and 80s) give
selflessly of their time in the store from
2 hours to 3 days a week to provide a
clean, well-priced offering to their patrons.
Another 20-25 incredible people gift us
with their many talents behind the scenes:
Recycling, checking out and repairing minor
appliances and electronics, etc.
BOATS needs your help. Before COVID,
more than 15 high school students also
volunteered at the store after school most
days. Unfortunately, because of covid
restrictions, this has been pretty-much
canceled.
Have a few spare hours a week?
Looking for an opportunity to serve those
in need? Like people? Have a heart for
children? Please call Burnaby Aid Thrift
Store (BOATS) at 604) 521-1013

To date, our children at Precious Gems
Home (PGH) are safe. Safe but scared.
They have not been able to go to school
and each night they hide in the bushes
under the cover of darkness to sleep, afraid
the military will come and take them. Most
of our children are from the North and do

God our Father accepts as
pure and faultless is to look after
orphans and widows

Religion that

in their distress.
James 1:27

7889 EDMONDS ST, BURNABY
This article is in memory of Frank Vynk,
who dedicated more than 14 years to
working in the thrift store to hep make a
difference in the lives of our kids in Zambia.

Please pass this
newsletter on to a friend
when you have
finished reading.

Diana’s Story

WE NEED YOUR HELP

In 2008, my mum
was hired as a dorm
parent
for
Grace
Academy.
Because
she was a single
parent and would
reside at Grace and
there was no one else
to look after us, my
sisters and I were able to live at Grace too.
Coming to Grace was a turning point in my
life. Grace Academy gave me free education,
security and showered me with lots of love.
Life at Grace was amazing! I was shown
grace and given great opportunities that I
know I never would have had otherwise.

We need to send a container to Zambia. Normally,
we send items with teams, however that is not an
option due to COVID-19 restrictions.

In 2015, I completed my grade 12 and went
to college in Ndola, from where I recently
graduated with a degree in Production
Management.

There is a list on the back page of this newsletter
with specific items that we are looking to fill the
container with.
Please visit our website: seedsofhopecm.com or
call us at 604-870-4810 for information on how you
can help us to fill a container.

Diana’s Graduation

This past year my life has come full
circle. Once a child in care at Grace, I
have now returned to Grace Academy as
a member of Staff and am training to be
the Manager of Buseko House (where our
littlest children are housed).

COFFEE WITH CHARACTER

I am so glad that I can be an example to
the little ones: I am living proof of what can
happen when you are given an opportunity,
receive it with a grateful heart, set your mind
on a goal and work hard to achieve it.

All proceeds go directly to further the work
of Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry™ - caring
for the poor, starting new projects, increasing
educational funding, and giving better wages
to teachers.

I am grateful to Seeds of Hope and all my
sponsors each and every day. I am who I am
today because Seeds of Hope was there for
me throughout. What my mum couldn’t do
for me and my sisters, Seeds of Hope did.
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Monthly Sponsorship:

Name

Sponsor #

Address
City

in
Prov/State

Email

PC/Zip
Phone #

Thailand

children @ $35USD ($40CAD) /month
Zambia

Myanmar

=$

Sponsor a Seeds of Hope project: Name of Project:
Support Education sponsorship:

Qty:

/month
$

x $7.50 = $

/month

I consent to receive emails from Seeds of Hope

Pre-Authorized Donation (Canada)
seedsofhopecm.com/take-action/child-sponsorship
Download Pre-Authorized Debit & Pre-Authorized Credit Form
(PDF) and email completed form to tami@seedsofhopecm.com or
fax to 604-870-4823.

Online Banking (USA)

Pre-Authorized Donation (USA)

Create a new online banking payee with the following information:

seedsofhopecm.com/take-action/gift-catalogue

ACCOUNT NAME | Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry USA
ADDRESS | PO Box 30592, Bellingham, WA 98228

canadahelps.org/en/charities/seeds-of-hopechildrens-ministry

ACCOUNT NUMBER | Sponsorship

seedsofhopecm.com/take-action/gift-catalogue
Click “Subscribe” button under sponsorship.

PAYMENT AMOUNT | Enter your monthly payment amount and add
the date you want to have it debited each month.

ACCOUNT PHONE NUMBER | 360-319-0817

Select Child Sponsorship
Payment options:
• PayPal
• Online Banking
• Etransfer (credit card or debit)
Fill in your own credit card info securely online.

/month

OUR CURRENT NEEDS
SPONSORSHIP
We have several children and women
needing sponsorship in Zambia, Myanmar
and Thailand.
FARMING
Help us with our farming project at Grace
Academy.

EDUCATION SPONSORSHIP
$7.50/month. Join us in unlocking the
futures of the children in our care.
MEDICAL FUND
Helps us meet the urgent medical needs of
our children.
THAILAND EDUCATION
$7.50/month. Join us in unlocking the
futures of the children in our care.
THAILAND MEDICAL FUND
Helps us meet the urgent medical needs of
our children in Thailand.
CONTAINER ITEMS
See the list to the right for specifics of the
necessities and gifts for the children.
Please visit our website to view our urgent needs:

www.seedsofhopecm.com

SAVE THE DATE

CONTAINER ITEMS
We are currently in need of the following items:

Pillows (no stains)
Sheets (no stains, twin size)
Mattress Pads - Waterproof (twin size)
Shoes - Black dress shoes for school, runners,
church shoes, soccer cleats, crocs, sandals
Pajamas - Cotton type (Size 2-Adult M)
New or VERY gently used clothing - (no stains/
rips, no short shorts or short skirts)
Underwear
Bras - Sports bras preferred
Socks
Deodorant
Toothbrushes & toothpaste
Towels - New or Very gently used (no holeskitchen, bath, hand, facecloths)
New Dolls - 12-18 inch with outfits and
accessories for that size doll
Toys for Birthdays
New Games - Learning activities, board games
Work Gloves
Rubber boots for farm - Adult 6-10 only
New Items that are suitable as birthday gifts
for children
Soccer Jerseys
Cloth diapers
Books - Clean fiction for teens (Karen Kingsbury,
Lynn Austin, Francine Rivers, Brian Dixon are
good examples)
IKEA Spin Egg Chairs
Funds to purchase Shampoo
Funds to ship Container
Cutlery

MAILING ADDRESS

BANQUET
September 24, 2021

ONLINE AUCTION

CANADA

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
101 - 33119 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, BC V2S 2B1

USA

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
PO Box 30592
Bellingham, WA 98228-2592

November 4-6, 2021

GET INVOLVED
Please call our office for more information on how you can get
involved. We have several ways for you to help: volunteer at our
office, join a team project, or coordinate a speaking engagement
with our directors, John or Susan Chalkias.

604-870-4810 | 1-877-236-HOPE (4673)

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry is a certified member of
the Canadian Council of Christian Charities and abides by
all its strict ethical and financial standards, including annual
audits by an independent accounting firm. Spending of
funds is confined to programs and projects approved by the
organization. Each restricted contribution is designated with
the understanding that when the need for such a program or
project has been met or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the organization, the remaining restricted
contributions will be used where needed most.

