
I love our name, Seeds of Hope, as it 
describes what we do. We plant hope in the 
hearts and minds of the children God has put 
in our care. We tend to them as a gardener 
would tend to young plants, watering and 
feeding each one with rich nutrients. We 
continually pour in the love of God as a 
super-nutrient that will provide the strength 
and courage to prevail and flourish. As a 
gardener weeds and works the ground to 
produce healthy crops, we commit to the 
investment of labour, time and finances to 
remove the toxic thoughts, negative feelings 
and physical obstacles that prevent growth 
in our children. We strive to provide a well-
tended, holistic, healthy environment in 
which our children can grow into mature 
young adults.

This year marks our 25th anniversary in 
ministry. It absolutely amazes me to think that 
we started with a group of moms who were 
moved by compassion and outrage at the 
thought of children left to die in overcrowded 
government orphanages. That was at the 
height of the HIV epidemic when the stigma 
and fear of AIDS caused people to shun 
even babies, leaving them on rubber mats 
to be washed by hosing them down, devoid 
of human touch except through the barrier 
of latex gloves. Untold numbers of children 
were shunned and died, feared and starved 
of the most basic human need: love.

Untold numbers of children 
were shunned and died, feared 
and starved of the most basic 

human need: love.

Looking back, we see hundreds of 
lives saved and thousands impacted. We 
see orphaned children once considered 
hopeless and a burden to their society 
now thriving. Children who came to us sick 
and malnourished suffering from disease, 
abandonment and bewildered by loss 
now confident and strong. Thanks to our 
scholarship program, we have about 70 of 
our children in post-high school education 
including 4 in medical school, 2 in nursing, 

others getting degrees in business, law, 
teaching, and trade schools. One has already 
graduated with an engineering degree! In 
addition, many of our staff have been given 
training and upgraded their education. This is 
breaking the cycle of poverty as we provide 
employment and education for our staff 
and children. We have lifted people out of 
extreme poverty with dignity; not a handout, 
but a hand up. Some of our children are now 
married and starting families of their own!

Not a handout, but a hand up.

 I want to take this opportunity to thank 
you, our donors, who have been the impetus 
behind our ministry. It is only with your 
partnership that we have been able to impact 
so many lives. Thank you for your generous 
support, prayers and encouragement. We 
are so grateful to all of you who help with our 
mailings, fundraisers and join us on teams. 
Over the last 25 years we have built incredible 
friendships, experienced grief, celebrated 
innumerable triumphs, and seen the hand of 
God work in ways we could not ever imagine. 
Together, we have experienced culture, 
music, dance, food and traditions that we 
had only previously seen perhaps on National 
Geographic. I would like to invite you to our 
virtual gala this October 22 as we celebrate 
25 years of ministry. Invite your friends to join 
you as we travel together down memory lane 
thru stories, photos, and videos. See how far 
we have journeyed and dream with us the 
amazing things to come.

Check out our website, Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter pages for more 
information! Registration is not necessary, 
but the first 300 households who do pre-
register will be eligible for draws and prizes. 
See the back page of this newsletter for more 
information about this exciting event. Hope 
to see you there!
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry 
exists to equip children and those in 
need to love and serve Jesus Christ 
while becoming healthy, educated, 
responsible members of society.

Follow us and invite your friends!
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He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner 

residing among you, giving them food and clothing.  Deuteronomy 10:18



All proceeds go directly to further the work
of Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry™ - 
caring for the poor, starting new projects, 
increasing educational funding, and giving 
better wages to teachers.

LEARN MORE & ORDER ONLINE:  

www.seedsofhopecm.com

COFFEE
WITH
CHARACTER

It is with thanksgiving that we tell you 
that, to date, all our children at Precious 
Gems Home in Myanmar are safe, healthy 
and covid-free.

After a lengthy time of government-
imposed restrictions, during which the 
children “missed their freedom and 
enjoyable experiences” and felt “worried,” 
“scared” and like they were “living under 
high pressure,” we are celebrating that the 
lockdowns have been lifted and the 
children are back in school!

 Our kids are amazing! Despite this 
“terrible experience,” they have “realized 
that we need to thank the Lord for all 
the things He has done for us.” They 
used their lockdown time “learning new 
things and reading books.” Several of the 
children commented on “the importance of 
education in our lives.” They all worked on 
their English. Some learned sewing, knitting 
and cooking, while others practiced their 
computer, guitar and landscaping skills.

PRAYER REQUESTS
• That the peace of God comforts our 

children who have been worried and scared.

• For favour with government officials 
and positive outcomes in the ID application 
processes for our children. Orphaned 
children often do not have any identification 
and record of birth, which denies them of 
education, medical care, employment, 
social services, and citizen rights. Not 
having identification also makes them 
extremely vulnerable to being exploited.

• For our pastor and his wife, who 
tirelessly lead and work to show the love of 
Christ to the children.

MYANMARTHAILAND | RAYS OF HOPE

Baan Isara (Freedom House) is nearing 
completion and we are eagerly awaiting the 
day when we can start admitting children. 
Baan Isara will be a safe haven for child 
survivors who are at risk for or have been 
rescued from human trafficking. Under 
our loving, holistic care, these children will 
receive trauma counselling, medical care, 
guidance and an education in a small, home 
environment.

BUILDING UPDATE
Despite challenges, the road to the 

new house is complete and the building 
is coming together nicely in its final 
construction stage. We are aiming to have 
Baan Isara furnished in early September 
and are working diligently towards the first 
intake of children as soon as possible.

Construction of the 2nd house, which will 
be for boys, will begin in September.

PRAYER REQUESTS
• That borders will open so our Directors 

can safely travel

• For the Lord’s provision of the right 
staff to work with and graciously love the 
children who will come to Baan Isara (these 
children will have suffered major trauma)

• For finances to complete and maintain 
the houses and grounds

You can help us work towards making 
a difference in the mission to end child 
trafficking by joining us in prayer and 
supporting us with your financial gifts.  
Mark your gifts “Baan Isara.”
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Fortitude and grace: shown time and again 
by the more than 250 children and staff who 
have been locked down together at Grace 
Academy for more than 4 months. We are so 
grateful to Lord for His abundant mercies in 
keeping everyone in our care safe.

Recently, we were able to bring (after 
they quarantined for 2 weeks) many of our 
teachers, who live off-site, to live temporarily 
at Grace Academy so that we could reopen 
our school to the Grade 7, 9 and 12s (exam 
years). The children are glad to be back 
in class and everyone is excited for the 
implementation of “The Leader In Me,” a 
learning curriculum that provides the tools 
to empower the students with the leadership 
and life skills they need to thrive in the 21st 
century. When you change the way you see 
things, it influences what you do and the 
results you get.

 Even though all our children and staff at 
Grace Academy are safe, there are urgent 
needs in our surrounding communities. Social 
Welfare continues to phone us, their system 
overwhelmed with orphaned, abandoned 
and street children. Recently, we admitted a 
set of twins whose mother died in childbirth. 

Several of our children need sponsors. Your 
sponsorship literally changes the destiny of a 
child. Please fill out the form below to change 
the life of a child today.

Several of our children need 
sponsors.

PRAYER REQUESTS
• Continued good health for our children 

inside Grace Academy

• Protection for our kids in university and 
staff living outside as the COVID numbers 
rise in Zambia

• Wisdom for Dave (our Construction/
Security Manager) as he oversees security 
during covid — navigating security has 
been very challenging as people have 
appointments, etc.

ZAMBIA

Religion that God 

our Father accepts 
as pure and 
faultless 
is to look after 

orphans and 
widows

in their distress.

James 1:27
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MAILING ADDRESS

SAVE THE DATE

VIRTUAL GALA FALL FUNDRAISER
October 22, 2020

ONLINE AUCTION
October 21 - 24, 2020

OUR CURRENT NEEDS

CHILD SPONSORSHIP
We have several children needing 
sponsorship in Myanmar and Zambia.

EDUCATION SPONSORSHIP
$7.50/month. Join us in unlocking the 
futures of the children in our care.

NUU RAIN SPONSORSHIP
$40/month can give a woman or a child
a new start.

MEDICAL FUND
Helps us meet the urgent medical needs of 
our children.

FARMING
Help us with our farming project at Grace 
Academy.

WIDOW’S JAR FUND
Help us meet emergency needs of the 
community around Grace Academy.

SEEDS OF HOPE PRODUCTS
Please consider purchasing a ‘Grace 
Children’s Choir’ CD or Seeds of Hope 
Coffee. Phone our office or visit our website 
for details.

Please visit our website to view our urgent needs:

www.seedsofhopecm.com

VIRTUAL GALA &
ONLINE AUCTION

We are very excited to be celebrating our 25th year in ministry 
with a Virtual Gala Fall Fundraiser and Online Auction. Holding it 
online means everyone can attend; we do not have to limit our 
numbers. Be sure to mark October 22, 4pm - 8pm PST / 7pm 
- 11pm EST on your calendar. You will not want to miss this 
event! Join us as our kids and staff sing, dance, and share their 
amazing stories. Hear what Seeds of Hope means in the lives of 
those whom we support and employ.

Registration is not necessary to attend this free, online event, 
but the first 300 households to register before October 
8 will receive a special gala gift in the mail (1 gala gift 
per household). Your Gala Gift will contain some special items, 
including a unique ticket number. One lucky ticket number will 
be drawn and posted as a Silent Auction Item on October 21 at 
auction.seedsofhopecm.com. Four more lucky tickets will be 
drawn one per hour during the online gala event on October 22, 
2020.

Check our website, Facebook, Instagram and Twitter sites 
frequently for the latest information.

Be sure to share the information about this event with your 
friends and family; the Gala and Silent Auction are open to 
everyone. Help us make this year’s event a great success.

Questions? Give us a call at the office: 604-870-4810.

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry is a certified member of 
the Canadian Council of Christian Charities and abides by 
all its strict ethical and financial standards, including annual 
audits by an independent accounting firm. Spending of 
funds is confined to programs and projects approved by the 
organization. Each restricted contribution is designated with 
the understanding that when the need for such a program or 
project has been met or cannot be completed for any reason 
determined by the organization, the remaining restricted 
contributions will be used where needed most.

GET INVOLVED
Please call our office for more information on how you can get 
involved. We have several ways for you to help: volunteer at our 
office, join a team project, or coordinate a speaking engagement 
with our directors, John or Susan Chalkias.
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