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He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner
residing among you, giving them food and clothing. Deuteronomy 10:18

IN LOVING MEMORY OF RAY EMERY
by John Chalkias, Executive Director
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
exists to equip children and those in
need to love and serve Jesus Christ
while becoming healthy, educated,
responsible members of society.

It is with great sadness that we announce
the passing of our dear friend, Ray Emery,
after four years of valiantly battling cancer.
Ray and his wife Bonnie were former Seeds
of Hope directors and co–founders of
Nuu Rain, now a Seeds of Hope project in
Thailand caring for HIV-infected women. Ray
and Bonnie were instrumental in starting our
ministry in Zambia. In 1999, during the height
of the HIV epidemic, we sent them to Zambia
on a fact-finding mission. They connected
with Pastor Derek Mutungu, who showed
them around the city of Ndola and introduced
them to doctors, teachers, pastors, and other
leaders in the communities: each told stories
of the devastation of the disease on their
people. When Ray and Bonnie returned, we
met as a board to discuss their trip. Ray was
the first to speak and said that if he could
describe his trip in one word, it would be
“despair.” I will never forget that word and the
way he said it. The following year, Ray and
I went to Zambia to purchase the property,
which became the Buseko Children’s Home.
A few years later, Ray and Bonnie were in
Thailand, where they had an export business.
They felt burdened to help women there who
had been infected by HIV/AIDS and had been
ousted and shunned by their communities.
Nuu Rain was born out of the urgent need
in front of them and named after the first
woman they helped, Nuu.

Ray dearly loved Bonnie, his children,
grandchildren, family, and friends. He was
also an avid hunter who loved the outdoors.
Just a few short weeks ago, he said to me
that he wasn’t ready to die yet as he still had
to take his grandsons hunting. Ray had a
compassionate heart that cared for orphans
and widows to the point where he and Bonnie
left the life they had built in Canada in order
to serve the women at Nuu Rain. His love and
passion for Nuu Rain was a driving force that
compels many to be involved in the project
of his heart.
I’ve heard people say that someone they
knew with cancer had fought bravely; I have
never really understood what that meant.
After seeing Ray fight for his life these past
four years, I get it. I have never seen anyone
fight so hard and try so many things to heal.
And through it all, he continued to keep
his positive attitude and faith amid terrible
suffering.
Donations received in memory of Ray will
be used to carry on his legacy and build the
new home on the Nuu Rain property that will
be used to provide a loving home for children
who have been trafficked.
Please mark your donations “In Memory of
Ray.”

BE A BLESSING

MYANMAR

by Tami Strople, Sponsorship

In response to a call from Social Welfare,
saying that they had 17 children who needed
a home, Susan (Director, SoH) found herself
traveling to town behind an old, rickety cargo
truck, its box covered with a big tarp which
had a small opening. Something was off about
this truck. Curious, Susan drove closer and
was shocked to see that under the tarp was a
big cage containing children, crammed
in and sweltering in the Zambian sun.
Mortified, Susan sped around the vehicle
and was able to get to the police at the road
check ahead. The police moved quickly and
pulled the truck over.
...under the tarp was a big
cage containing children.
While we cannot 100% know the reason
for several children being caged under a tarp
in the back of a truck, we 100% know it was
not for good and that bad things still happen:
children are cast away, stolen, sold, used,
abused, and trafficked.
With the authorities involved, there was
nothing further Susan could do in that
situation, so she prayerfully continued on
to her meeting with Social Welfare, thanking
the Lord for His providence, mercies, and
grace in allowing that truck to be stopped,
and grieving the reality of what had just
happened.
At Social Welfare, another heart-wrenching
scene unfolded: 17 children dressed in rags,
orphaned, abandoned, and homeless. From
where did they come? While we will likely
never know all the details, we do know that
all of them have experienced trauma; all our
children have experienced trauma. They
come to us in varying states of loneliness,
hunger, fatigue, hopelessness, illness, fear,
being orphaned or abandoned, and grieving
the loss of parents and family.
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All our children have
experienced trauma.
But God can and did change that for these
17 kids: they were not on that truck. In His
Goodness, He brought these children to us
and with your support, the healing process
has begun as we work to BLESS them:
B - Begin with prayer. For God’s wisdom in
how to raise them up as part of our
Seeds of Hope Family and to equip
them to grow up as Godly men and
women, educated, responsible members
of society.
L - Listen. And help them heal from past
trauma.
E – Eat with and provide for these little ones
who God loves so dearly.
S - Serve. Teach. Love. Educate.
S - Story. Share and grow the children in
the story of how much God loves them,
that they are precious and have a future.
Your sponsorship is a BLESSing: it allows
us to intentionally, with love, provide for and
raise these children.
We have many children who need
sponsors. If you would like to BLESS these
children with the gift of sponsorship, please
call or email Tami:

We are so proud of our children at Precious
Gems. Determined and disciplined, they
work hard and it shows! Recently, several of
our children received awards:
• May Lart Shin received 2nd prize in a
poetry competition.
• Kachung Nin received 2nd prize for the
women’s football (soccer) team.
• Nin Sar and Chang Chang received
awards for academic achievement.
• Andy completed his basic computer
course and is now taking advanced
computer training.
• Dang Lun, Nin Sar, and Nan Htoi were
selected to perform a traditional dance
at school.

We are so EGG-cited!
Our chickens are EGG-ceeding our EGGspectations and laying more than 150 eggs
per day!
And the freezers are up and running,
which means soon the broiler chicks will be
in.
The fish are healthy and growing and the
aloe plants are producing pups!
Praise God!
As we are striving to make the farming
project self-sustaining, there are still capital
costs to meet. For example, we still need
to erect several buildings, construct a
compost bunker, and put in irrigation lines
for a new field. Other purchases to be made
include tractor implements, a cover for the
fish tank, and propane hookups for the
processing plant.
If you would like to invest in our farm,
please mark your gift “farming.”

604-870-4810
tami@seedsofhopecm.com

in their distress.

This July, John Chalkias will be climbing
Mount Kilimanjaro!
Join John on a journey of living and giving
as he strives towards amazing new heights
in his endeavor to raise $19,000 towards
building a new house at Nuu Rain in Chiang
Mai, Thailand. This new house will be used
to provide a home for children under the
age of 10 who have been rescued from
human trafficking in Thailand.
The highest mountain in Africa, Mt.
Kilimanjaro, stands over 19,000 feet tall.
John’s Goal: climb 19,000 feet and raise
$19,000!
Will you support John by donating
towards this critical cause? A dime-a-foot,
penny-a-foot, a one-time gift in any amount
– every penny counts! You can donate at:
http://seedsofhopecm.com/news/

James 1:27

COFFEE WITH
CHARACTER
All proceeds go directly to further the work
of Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry™
caring for the poor, starting new
projects, increasing
educational funding,
and giving better
wages to teachers.

For every gift over $100, you will receive
a copy of “You Too Can Have An Amazing
Life” by John Chalkias.
Follow John’s journey at https://www.
facebook.com/amazinglife4you/

For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should
walk in them.

LEARN MORE & ORDER ONLINE:

www.seedsofhopecm.com
www.seedsofhopeusa.com

- Ephesians 2:10, ESV
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Monthly Sponsorship:

Name

Sponsor #

Address
City

in
Prov/State

Email

PC/Zip
Phone #

Thailand

children @ $35USD ($40CAD) /month
Zambia

Myanmar

=$

Sponsor a Seeds of Hope project: Name of Project:
Support Education sponsorship:

Qty:

/month
$

x $7.50 = $

/month

I consent to receive emails from Seeds of Hope

Pre-Authorized Donation (Canada)
seedsofhopecm.com/take-action/child-sponsorship

Contact Tami if you would like to sponsor
a child in Myanmar:
604-870-4810
tami@seedsofhopecm.com

Download Pre-Authorized Debit & Pre-Authorized Credit Form
(PDF) and email completed form to tami@seedsofhopecm.com or
fax to 604-870-4823.

Online Banking (USA)

Pre-Authorized Donation (USA)

Create a new online banking payee with the following information:

seedsofhopecm.com/take-action/gift-catalogue

ACCOUNT NAME | Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry USA
ADDRESS | PO Box 30592, Bellingham, WA 98228

canadahelps.org/en/charities/seeds-of-hopechildrens-ministry

ACCOUNT NUMBER | Sponsorship

seedsofhopecm.com/take-action/gift-catalogue
Click “Subscribe” button under sponsorship.

PAYMENT AMOUNT | Enter your monthly payment amount and add
the date you want to have it debited each month.

ACCOUNT PHONE NUMBER | 360-319-0817

Select Child Sponsorship
Payment options:
• PayPal
• Online Banking
• Etransfer (credit card or debit)
Fill in your own credit card info securely online.

/month

JOIN US!

OUR CURRENT NEEDS

Thinking of joining one of our teams? Let us encourage you with
these words from some of our 2019 team members:

CHILD SPONSORSHIP
We have several children needing
sponsorship in Myanmar and Zambia.

“What a thrill for [our sponsor child] and us – he was so excited,
showing us the photo of us we had sent him during the year.”
(The children cherish the photos of and pray for their sponsors daily)

“Absolutely unbelievable!”

“He really got into our hearts!”

“…into town…we could take them shopping…”

EDUCATION SPONSORSHIP
$7.50/month. Join us in unlocking the
futures of the children in our care.

“It was a fun afternoon ending with eating ice cream.”
“An experience to be remembered.”
“Amazing plans and project.”

“Very impressed.”

“The whole property is safe and protected.”
“It is amazing to see the influence of Seeds and their connection
to helping serve … children.”

NUU RAIN SPONSORSHIP
$40/month can give a woman or a child
a new start.

“[The children] were all obviously happy and there was much
laughter, joyful screaming, and shouting.”
“It was a privilege to be part of this. We will miss this place and
cherish its people.”

MEDICAL FUND
Helps us meet the urgent medical needs of
our children.

We have several teams going to Zambia and Asia. Contact Julie
to book your spot:
604-870-4810 | teams@seedsofhopecm.com

FARMING
Help us with our farming project at Grace
Academy.

SAVE THE DATE
MOTHER’S DAY TEA

WIDOW’S JAR FUND
Help us meet emergency needs of the
community around Grace Academy.

Wednesday, May 27, 2020 | Mission, BC

WALKATHON
Saturday, July 18, 2020 | Abbotsford, BC
Contact the office for more details.

SEEDS OF HOPE PRODUCTS
Please consider purchasing a ‘Grace
Children’s Choir’ CD or Seeds of Hope
Coffee. Phone our office or visit our website
for details.

FALL BANQUET
Friday, September 25, 2020 | Abbotsford, BC

LOOKING FOR AN
OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE?

Please visit our website to view our urgent needs:

www.seedsofhopecm.com

Orphan Aid Thrift Store in Burnaby, BC needs your help! Do you
have time to give 4 hours a week?
All the profits from Orphan Aid Thrift Store come to Seeds of
Hope. Their generous gifts are vital to Grace Academy and allow
us to meet many of the emergency needs and budget shortfalls at
our orphanage in Zambia. Over the past 10 years, Orphan Aid has
graciously given over $1,000,000!

MAILING ADDRESS
CANADA

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
101 - 33119 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, BC V2S 2B1

USA

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
PO Box 30592
Bellingham, WA 98228-2592

Positions available: Cashier, Customer Service, Sorting, Pricing.

GET INVOLVED
Please call our office for more information on how you can get
involved. We have several ways for you to help: volunteer at our
office, join a team project, or coordinate a speaking engagement
with our directors, John or Susan Chalkias.

604-870-4810 | 1-877-236-HOPE (4673)

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry is a certified
member of the Canadian Council of Christian
Charities, and abides by all its strict ethical and
financial standards, including annual audits by an
independent accounting firm.
Spending of funds is confined to programs and
projects approved by the organization.

