
Shillah and Akson have been working for 
Seeds of Hope in Zambia for 6 years; Shillah 
as a housekeeper and Akson as one of our 
guards. Both have shown great work ethic 
and continually try to improve on all they do. 
We are so impressed with this couple, and if 
you got to know them you would say they are 
remarkable.

Before they came to Seeds of Hope, it was 
a struggle for them to feed their family and to 
find shelter. Most of the time, Akson would 
do “piece work,” which was temporary and 
mostly consisted of farm work during the 
sowing harvest times. They had 7 children, 
one passed away at 6 months old. Paying 
school fees was very expensive and their 
children were not always able to go to school. 
However, since they have started working at 
Seeds of Hope, their children are now able 
to attend school at Grace Academy and 
are doing extremely well. The children value 
education and, like their parents, show an 
excellent work ethic and are very grateful for 
the opportunities they have been given. 

Even though they both have steady 
employment at Grace Academy, life continues 
to be difficult for Shillah and Akson. They 
walk 2 hours to get to work, put in a full day 
working, walk 2 hours home, and then work 
the fields in the evenings. Working the fields 

is all done with a hand hoe and is extremely 
laborious. Besides the physical difficulties, 
there have been emotional upheavals. Last 
year, they noticed their youngest child, 
6-month-old Gift, was having trouble with 
his left eye. Upon visiting the clinic, they 
were referred to an ophthalmologist who 
diagnosed the eye as having cancer. Within 
a few days the eye was removed. This has 
been an extremely emotional and taxing time 
for the family. At one point Shillah collapsed 
in the hospital, stressed and worried about 
what would happen to her child. They 
continued working throughout the ordeal.  
Seeds of Hope paid for the surgeries and 
medical care and encouraged the couple.

As many of you know, Seeds of Hope is 
starting an agriculture project to help Grace 
Academy become self-sustaining. Feeding 
300 people a day is very difficult with inflation 
running rampant. We are starting with 
growing chickens, fish, and aloe vera to help 
us create an income so that we can control 
costs and feed our children well. Having a 
farm will ensure a high-protein diet and good 
nutrition, which is essential for children who 
are HIV positive.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry 
exists to equip children and those in 
need to to love and serve Jesus Christ 
while becoming healthy, educated, 
responsible members of society.

BE A CHRISTMAS BLESSING
by John Chalkias, Executive Director

WINTER 2019
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But the Angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 

He is Christ the Lord.”  Luke 2:10
Wishing all our friends and donors a warm and wonderful Christmas.

Thank you for all you do throughout the year in supporting us.



We are pleased to introduce Evan and 
Trinda Akers, from Alberta Canada, whom 
we have hired to manage the farm at 
Grace Academy. They come to us with a 
strong farming, accounting, and heavy-
duty mechanics background. In addition to 
managing the farm, part of their duties will 
be to train a Zambian couple to run the farm 
after their term is up.

At Seeds of Hope, we believe in 
empowering nationals. Because of their 
tremendous work ethic and love for working 
the soil, we have selected Shillah and Akson 
to work together with Evan and Trinda. This 
will be such a huge blessing to them. They 
will live in a modern house with running water 
and electricity. They won’t have to walk for 
4 hours a day. They will have time for their 
children. They will learn modern agriculture 
and will be able to get ahead financially.

This Christmas, will you be part of blessing 
this family? We need help in completing 
the house for them as well as help in all the 
startup costs for the farm. As the year comes 
to a close, this is our biggest need as we have 
fallen short on our farming budget by over 
$100,000. Please mark your gift “farming.”

This year, with your support, we were 
able to provide life-changing camps to three 
groups of our children at Grace Academy 
in Zambia. We are very thankful to each of 
you, who gave selflessly in so many ways to 
make these camps amazing events that the 
children look forward to all year long.

GIRLS CAMP
In September, our girls aged 14+ (over 30 

of them) gathered at our team house in Ndola 
for several days of fellowship under the 
leadership of a skilled and loving team from 
Hawaii. It was a time of healing and growth 
in the Lord as the girls were taught His love 
through teaching, food, crafts, and games.

GENTS CAMP
Our best camp yet! After 3 years of training 

by the Aussies, our oldest boys got to 
implement their leadership skills as they took 
on more responsibility and played a very vital 
and active role in helping run the camp. It 
was a truly humbling and soul-stirring time of 
fellowship as our boys, 14 and over, gathered 
to learn more about being Godly men through 
devotions, study, sharing, song, and games.

YOUNG BOYS CAMP
Every year the younger children, especially 

the boys, lament over the fact that the older 
kids are going to camp and they are not. They 
see and hear how much fun the older kids 
have and really want that experience too! This 
year, a couple of the men on the Hawaii team 
invested some invaluable days into these 
younger boys and, well, Michael’s face says 
it all! The boys soaked in the attention and 
treasured every minute of each camp day.

All proceeds go directly to further the work
of Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry™ - 
caring for the poor, starting new projects, 
increasing educational funding, and giving 
better wages to teachers.

LEARN MORE & ORDER ONLINE:  

www.seedsofhopecm.com  |  www.seedsofhopeusa.com

COFFEE
WITH
CHARACTER

Religion that God our Father accepts as 
pure and faultless is to look after 

orphans and widows
in their distress.

James 1:27
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THAILAND

Very recently at Nuu Rain, we welcomed 
little Namwan. Namwan is just 7 years old. 
Fittingly, her name means “sweet water.”  

Namwan was brought to us by her 
stepfather. Both Namwan’s mother and father 
have passed away and while her stepdad 
loves her, he too is ill and cannot care for her. 
In love, he brought Namwan to us, entrusting 
her sweet life into our family. Namwan is from 
Burma and has no ID, but the government 
officials have thankfully allowed us to take 
her in.

Will you consider supporting Namwan thru 
your sponsorship and prayer?

Namchai
THA.M.0036

MYANMAR

Praise the Lord! Mabura was granted her 
ID and is now an official citizen of Myanmar!

Getting a child’s ID is critical. Without it, 
they are a non-citizen without rights, the 
ability to get a job, travel, etc. Obtaining an 
ID # is a very strict process that is becoming 
more and more difficult, as there is valid 
concern that children (especially young girls 
from rural areas) are being subjected to 
human trafficking and forced into prostitution 
into China and Thailand. It is also a costly 
process, as the child must go to the area 
where they are originally from in order to 
apply for the ID. This can mean flights, 
accommodations, and off-site day-to-day 
living costs for a lengthy period of time.  
Mabura’s ID took over a month.

Please pray for Precious Gems Home and 
the other children there who will also have to 
apply for their IDs when they turn 18.

FALL BANQUET 2019

Praise the Lord! Thank you to all of you 
who attended and gave in so many ways.  
You made this our best Fall Banquet ever!  
Your kind generosity is making a tremendous 
difference in the lives of the children and 
women in our care and we are so grateful for 
your partnership.   We hope you enjoyed the 
evening and were blessed to hear how your 
gifts are transforming lives.



SAVE THE DATE

MAILING CHEQUES

2020 FALL BANQUET
Friday, September 25, 2020  |  Abbotsford, BC

OUR CURRENT NEEDS

CHILD SPONSORSHIP
We have several children needing 
sponsorship in Myanmar and Zambia.

EDUCATION SPONSORSHIP
$7.50/month. Join us in unlocking the 
futures of the children in our care.

NUU RAIN SPONSORSHIP
$40/month can give a woman a new start.

MEDICAL FUND
Helps us meet the urgent medical needs of 
our children.

FARMING
Help us with our farming project at Grace 
Academy.

WIDOW’S JAR FUND
Help us meet emergency needs of the 
community around Grace Academy.

SEEDS OF HOPE PRODUCTS
Please consider purchasing a ‘Grace 
Children’s Choir’ CD or Seeds of Hope 
Coffee. Phone our office or visit our website 
for details.

Please visit our website to view our urgent needs:

www.seedsofhopecm.com

NEW BOOK
A new book about the principles 
for having an abundant, amazing 
life.
John Chalkias, executive director of 
Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministries, has 
written a new book about how living a 
life of faith can be an amazing adventure!

Purchase your copy online, or come by 
our office to get your copy.

www.johnchalkias.ca

Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry is a certified 
member of the Canadian Council of Christian 
Charities, and abides by all its strict ethical and 
financial standards, including annual audits by an 
independent accounting firm.
Spending of funds is confined to programs and 
projects approved by the organization.

LOOKING FOR AN
OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE?

Orphan Aid Thrift Store in Burnaby, BC needs your help! Do you 
have time to give 4 hours a week?

All the profits from Orphan Aid Thrift Store come to Seeds of 
Hope. Their generous gifts are vital to Grace Academy and allow 
us to meet many of the emergency needs and budget shortfalls at 
our orphanage in Zambia. Over the past 10 years, Orphan Aid has 
graciously given over $1,000,000!

Positions available: Cashier, Customer Service, Sorting, Pricing.

GET INVOLVED
Please call our office for more information on how you can get 
involved. We have several ways for you to help: volunteer at our 
office, join a team project, or coordinate a speaking engagement 
with our directors, John or Susan Chalkias.

 604.870.4810 | 1.877.236.HOPE (4673)

CANADA
Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry
101 - 33119 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, BC V2S 2B1

USA
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2 Corinthians 9:7

Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.


