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General Inquiries

Notice Board
Ÿ  Our current  needs:

Ÿ Education Sponsorship - $7.50/ month.  We have 

admitted many more children and we need 350 more 

education sponsors.  Call our office for more info.

Ÿ Nuu Rain Sponsorship - $35 a month can give a woman a 

new start.

Ÿ Solar Project - Help us keep Grace Academy powered up 
despite the constant power outages  

Ÿ Farming - Help us with our farming project at Grace  
Academy 

Ÿ Widow’s Jar Fund - Helps us meet emergency needs of 
the community around Grace Academy

Ÿ Please consider purchasing a CD of the Grace Children`s “
Choir  or Seeds of Hope Coffee.  Phone our office or visit ”
our web site for details.

Ÿ Please visit our web site at: www.seedsofhopecm.com to 
view our urgent needs. 

Ÿ Child Sponsorship - We have several children needing 

sponsorship in Myanmar and Zambia.  

Ÿ Medical Fund - Helps us meet the urgent medical needs of 
our children.
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Mission Statement

-------------------------------

Seeds of Hope Children's Ministry is on social media.  
Follow us and invite your friends to learn about this 
ministry.  

Seeds of Hope Children`s Ministry is a certified member of the 
Canadian Council of Christian Charities and abides by all its strict  
ethical and financial standards, including annual audits by an 
independent accounting firm.  Spending of funds is confined to 
programs and projects approved by the organization. Each restricted 
contribution designated with the understanding that when the need for 
such a program or project has been met or cannot be completed for any 
reason determined by the organization, the remaining restricted  
contributions will be used where needed most. 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:10,11                                                                     
Wishing all our friends and donors a warm and wonderful Christmas season!

by Tami Strople, Sponsorship Coordinator

Recently, I was blessed to go, for the first time, 

In 2016, I began to volunteer a few hours a 

week in the SoH office, helping with mailings 

and updates.  My love for the children quickly 

g re w  a n d  s o  d i d  my  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  fo r  t h e  

genuine love and advocacy 

of them by the Seeds of 

Hope family.  My few hours 

a week has since grown into 

days a week.  The main part of my job is to be 

immersed in the beautiful faces and stories of 

the children God has placed under the care of 

Seeds of Hope and to share them with you.   I 

also get to meet and know, even in a small way, 

you who are stepping out and stepping in to 

the lives of these children and the family of 

Seeds of Hope.

My relationship with Seeds of Hope began in 

2012 when my husband and I began to 

sponsor a child.  To protect our sponsor child’s 

identity, I will refer to him as F. 

Hi!  I am Tami, and I get to work in the 
Abbotsford office of Seeds of Hope, looking 
after sponsorship for our projects in Thailand, 
Myanmar and Zambia.  I emphasize the word 
work because I still can't believe that the Lord 
lets me love and be active on behalf of his 
precious children as work.  I love my job!  

In 2015, the Grace2Canada children's choir 

came to Canada.  We were blessed to meet F. 

at several of the events, getting to know him 

personally and learning more about Seeds of 

Hope.  We couldn't believe the Lord would let 

us meet F. in person but knew that He 

purposes every detail.    During that time, 

things changed for us; we were no longer 

'making a monthly payment' but investing in 

the life of one of God's precious children and 

the ministry that earnestly strives to live out 

God's mandate to “look after orphans and 

widows in their distress”.

with a wonderful and heartful team to Grace 

Academy, Zambia.  I say blessed because it was 

truly a gift - an opportunity to grow in my faith 

and see God's magnitude in ways I had not seen 

before. 

While in Zambia, we went 

to a compound outside 

Ndola.  Compounds are 

bigger than villages but 

smaller than townships.  

They are poor.  This 

compound was really 

poor:  documentary 

poor.  But this wasn't a 

d o c u m e nta r y  a n d  I  

couldn't change the 

channel.   We noticed 

'store shacks' scattered 

here and there as we walked, where one can 

purchase staples… 3 cherry tomatoes, a small 

baggie containing maybe a 1/3 cup of sugar, ¼ 

cup baggies of cooking oil….  Why the small 

quantities?  These people can't afford more.  

Their 'houses' are shanties, most made from 

mud bricks, cut out from termite hills.  Nicer 

ones have a thin, concrete skim-coat painted 

over the walls.  Roofs are often cardboard (or 

other scraps), patched with deteriorating plastic 

or a thin muslin-like fabric held down with rocks.  

Scary to think about where, 

or on who, those large 

rocks will land when (not if) 

the cardboard gets water-

logged and let go.  Nicer 

homes have corrugated 

metal roofing.  Our guide 

introduced us to a widow 

on this trip.  Her husband 

has  passed away, and she 

has one son left who is 

supposed to care for her; 

WIDOWS JAR FUND

Dec 13 - Vineyard Church, Penticton, BC 7:00PM
Dec 14 - Lakeview Baptist,W Kelowna, BC 6:30PM

Our choir from Grace Academy will be 
touring Canada this December! Join us for 
an amazing time of music, dance and stories 
of our kids that will move and inspire you 
in your faith.

      Grace 2 Canada Tour Schedule

Dec 9 - Main Street Church, Chilliwack, BC 9:00AM and                      
10:45AM services
Dec 11 - Mission Bible Fellowship, Mission, BC 7:00PM
Dec 12 - Ross Road Comm. Church Abbotsford BC 7:00PM

Dec 8 - Emmanuel Covenant Church White Rock BC 7:00PM
Dec 5 - Aldergrove Alliance Church, Aldergrove, BC 7:00PM

Dec 23 - Bethel Reformed Church Abbotsford, BC 10:30AM

Dec 17 - Leduc Fellowship 7:00PM
Dec 18 - Nancy Appleby Theatre, Athabasca, AB 7:00PM

Dec 16 - Nelson Ave Comm. Church, Burnaby, BC 10:30AM
Dec 16 - Cedar Valley Church, Mission, BC 6:30PM 

Seeds of Hope 
Children's Ministry 
exists to equip 
children and those in 
need, to love and 
serve Jesus Christ 
while becoming 
healthy, educated, 
responsible members 
of society.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



My heart also joyfully cries with thanksgiving to the Lord, for 

His mercy and grace on those He has brought to Grace 

Academy.  The children at Grace no longer need to worry 

about where they will lay their heads at night.  They can trust 

that they will be fed and clothed.  Their medical and 

educational needs are met.  They are being loved, 

encouraged and taught to know and grow in the Lord.  They 

are being empowered to make a difference.  They are the 

future and you are making a difference in it.   

F.'s situation is not a unique context; it applies to many of the 

children who have come to us; orphans, abused, starving, ill.  

Unfortunately, it is reality that we are unable to help every 

needy child, but through God's mercy and grace and your 

support and prayers we are making every effort to love and 

change the lives of those we are able.  My heart aches deeply 

as I finish this article.  It aches with the haunting inability to 

fully comprehend what I have seen and prayer for I have 

witnessed those under the oppression of true poverty.  

grasping onto each word of the miracle of Christ.  The children 

were gifted with a brand-new pair of pajamas which they 

gleefully and gratefully donned.  On “Grace Christmas Day”, 

gifts were given to each child – received with thankful hands 

and eyes wide 

with awe.  The 

ch i ldren then 

s h a r e d  s k i t s ,  

songs, dances 

and told of God's 

love.  It  was 

amazing to see 

t h e  d e p t h  o f  

understanding 

the kids have of 

what it means to be a child of God.    

Jesus' birthday will be celebrated at Grace on December 25 

with a special dinner and birthday cake.  The focus of that day 

will not be on the gifts or what the children have put together, 

but on Christ.

A few days after “Grace Christmas”, following a small group 

outing, we dropped F. off at his sister's 'house'.  That is when 

my heart broke.  This is all real.  Not just real, but reality.  It is 

not 'boxable'.  F. , our sponsor child, a double-orphan suffering 

with HIV, came to SoH, ill and under-stimulated from the other 

orphanage we had visited.  The market we visited is his 

backyard.  His sister lives with her 2 children in a painted, skim-

coated 2 room duplex in a neighbourhood where the only toy 

seen outside was a car made from a dirty, discarded plastic 

bottle with caps for wheels:  it was being pushed by a shoeless 

child in torn, ill-fitting clothes.  F's niece and nephew had no 

shoes.  

Helping children and their communities since 1995
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We went to a market in another nearby compound.  This 

but he has abandoned her.  She graciously showed us her 

'home': one room, maybe 7'x8'.  No windows.  A low, askew 

door.  The roof is falling apart, and she sleeps curled up in one 

corner in hopes of being safe there.  Her toilet?  A pit latrine 

several feet from the shanty, screened with loosely hung torn 

material.  It was there that the purpose of the WIDOW'S JAR 

FUND was truly cemented in my heart.  It provides food, and 

thereby hope, for these women, who are, in many cases, left to 

care for themselves, and often their grandchildren too, with no 

way of income.  There is no financial social welfare program in 

Zambia.  Our WJF works to help in the communities where 

needed, as funds are available.  For this woman, in addition to 

SoH's leaving her 

l i fe -sav ing  food 

items, the team 

pooled and bought 

a roof, which will be 

installed before the 

rains start.  SoH WJF 

will also pay to 

replace the roof on a 

m i d - 9 0 - ye a r - o l d  

couple's home.  He 

is blind.  She is 

caring for him.  Their adult son lives in their old home, which is 

no longer safe: the walls are cracking & the heavy tiled roof 

ready to fall in.  He helps where possible and makes modest 

metal buckets to earn kwacha (Zambian dollars) where he can.  

This couple has been forced to build a new home for safety's 

sake but can't afford to finish roofing it.  They too, sleep 

huddled in a corner, praying for a roof before the torrential 

rains begin.  This couple was quickly and especially endeared to 

our hearts when we found out they are the grandparents of 

one of the young boys in our care at Grace.   There is always 

something new to see, someone new to meet – another 

desperate need.  

Many of our children at Grace come from this orphanage.  

Thank you for your sponsorship and support – you are making 

a difference.

We also visited another nearby orphanage where we were able 

to take some of the special-needs children outside into the sun 

to visit; stimulating their senses with our touch, songs and 

prayers.  A few things struck me on this outing:  There were flies 

swarming the eyes and crawling in and out of the noses and 

mouths of the seriously disabled children (unable to swat them 

away themselves) and nobody cared.  The joy-filled sounds, 

song and fun-loving raucous I heard on the grounds at Grace 

were absent.  What struck me most though was that a group of 

our older children go weekly, by choice, to visit at this 

orphanage.  They have seen, felt and live the difference that 

love makes and are out to spread it.  Love overflows.

market had burned down a few years ago but has since grown to 

operate on a large scale again.    On the 'main street' things didn't 

look too bad, all things considered… Crowded. Colourful. People 

bustling about selling their goods… Poor for sure and not our 

reality at home, but my brain could 'get' this…. Then we parked.  

We were quickly greeted by a young boy, obviously afflicted with 

something and hungry – very hungry.  True hunger permeates a 

person's being.    Our team leader (Susan) immediately went into 

the only store in the strip we were at that might contain something 

edible and found him a drink and some food.  We ran into him a bit 

later – he had nothing.  He said he drank the drink and had brought 

the food home to feed his family.   Right behind the 'main street' 

were alleys upon alleys of market… I asked Susan what exactly this 

was (desperately trying to 'box' what I was seeing into something I 

could understand)…was it the poor area?  She said, no, this was 

the norm …. Life… How they live.  Gaunt people, often seen in two 

different shoes, broken shoes….no shoes….  Dirty, torn clothing.  

Gracious people - tired, but many still sharing a smile, selling their 

meager wares beneath pieced together, roughly hand-hewn, 

crooked, slat shelters.  The walkways: potholed dirt with ditches to 

allow for the coming rains, ditches bridged with more of the same 

ill-layed hand-hewn planks or old pallets.   

The main project for our team's trip was to provide Grace 

Christmas for the children and staff at Grace Academy.  “Grace 

Christmas” is held in November.  It is an amazing time of 

celebration, anticipation and excitement.  The plan:  organize and 

wrap gifts for more than 200 people, ensuring no one is missed (no 

small feat when outside staff, etc. show up with children we didn't 

know were coming).  Decorate the 

recreation hall.  Decorate the 

cafeteria.  Prepare and serve dinner 

for over 200.  Witness and enjoy 

the children's offerings of praise 

and understanding of what 

Christmas really means.   Sounds 

fun, right?  It was!!!!  So much 

joy!!!  Yet, in the midst of the excitement, there were sober 

reminders of where these happy and healthy children have come 

to us from.  One child was so overwhelmed.  New to Grace this 

year, he shared that this was his first ever celebrated Christmas…  

Not a new story for our children at Grace, but new to me and … 

humbling.  

My brain, still unable to connect all the things I had seen was given 

a brief rest as we went back to Grace Academy.

On “Grace Christmas Eve”, the 

team split up and went each 

into a dorm where we shared 

the Christmas Story and 2 

special cookies (a star and a 

bell) for each child.  Amazing to 

see how these children, from 

wee to teen, sat enthralled, 

We have several children and ladies who still need sponsors.  

Will you consider investing in a life by way of 

sponsorship?

Baby Arthur is just over 6 months old and flourishing.  It is hard 

to believe that this gurgling, quick to smile, heart-captivating 

handsome fellow was left in a field to die.  At this time, Arthur 

still needs 2 more sponsors.

Our children at Precious Gems Home in Myanmar continue to 

grow in their knowledge and love of the Lord.  By God's grace and your 

sponsorship, we are able to provide these children with a family, safe housing, 

medical care and an education.  It is inspiring and encouraging to see them grow 

from the fear and trauma of oppression and militant regime/abuse into 

confident, generous, kind children who have dreams and are eager to make a 

difference in the world.  Every child at PGH needs sponsors… is one of those 

sponsors you?

Careen is a beautiful, sweet, friendly and confident 14-year old.  

She and her sister, Likimena (17) came to Grace in 2005 after 

their mother passed away.  Careen and Likimena are both 

needing 1 more sponsor.  Will you fill that crucial role?

Meet Miriam.  Miriam is 10 years old. She came to us in 2013 

after her parents were taken by government troops, never to 

be seen again.  She loves the Lord and reads her bible every 

day.  She still dreams of a perfect day; one spent with her 

parents and family.  

Paul is 12 years old.  He, and his sister (Esther, 14) and brother 

(Noah 16) came to PGH in July of 2008.  Their parents have 

both died of HIV, leaving the children double orphans.  Paul is 

known for his big smile.  He dreams of being a pastor when he 

grows up.

When you support the Hill Tribe ladies, you are providing 

essential basics to several women in the north.  Women who are 

HIV affected or infected and have been abused and ostracized 

by their communities and families.  We currently have 7 women 

under our care in the hill tribes.  Our most recent Hill Tribe lady

The Jannee Boys Home is in the Northern Hills 

of Thailand, where drugs and abuse are rampant. Jannee Home 

currently supports 8 children and really needs your support.  

Support for the Jannee Home goes towards, education, clothing, 

medical, food.    One of our boys at Jannee Home is Tanapat.  He 

is 15 years old and has been in Jannee Home since 2007.   His 

father passed away  and his mother is in prison (drug-industry 

related).

 is Suwan Sribeng.  She is 55 years old.  Her husband died 15 

years ago.  She has been struggling to survive on her own while 

battling HIV and diabetes.
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